Not long ago the local PBS station had their fund raising campaign….The classic “Alone in the Wilderness”  the story of Dick Proenneke was played.  I have seen it many times (even purchased the DVD and the book “One Man’s Wilderness”) but his life in Alaska continues to fascinate me.  He filmed the procedure of building his cabin in which would become a national wilderness area and it was amazing what that man could do with hand tools.  I am sure he spent his down time sharpening them.


His biography is found here…

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Richard_Proenneke
more stuff

http://www.nps.gov/lacl/historyculture/proennekes-cabin.htm
He wrote a lot of journals during much of the time he spent at Twin Lake in the Lake Clark National Park. Last year I found that his journals from 1974-1980 were published with more history of the man and pictures.  He really loved the wilderness and spent a lot of time watching, documenting, and filming wild life.  The thing is over 450 pages long and is titled  “ More Readings from One Man’s Wilderness.”

http://store.alaskageographic.org/default.aspx?ck=PBNWHYDRVM&pk=1FC81F23EB&section=shop&CatalogID=580&SectionID=3118&Details=5814280
Anyway…after rewatching the PBS presentation I started searching again and found another website with DVD about him and related topics

http://www.dickproenneke.com
Being that there is crap on TV most of the time and I thinking I might as well get the most for the freight I ordered some of the DVD (actually just about all)

“The Frozen North” has a lot of the filming done by Proenneke….lot of great wildlife scenes.

“Alaska Silence and Solitude” is the story of Bob Swerer Sr. and Bob Swerer Jr. about spending 3 weeks in this area filming wildlife….especially moose.  The also had footage of Dick Proenneke…I think from their documentary that this may have been their first encounter with Proenneke.

“Alaska Off the Beaten Path”  film more wildlife and meet the Haeg family who lived  on their own for over 25 years in the heart of grizzly bear country.  Do you know that there is a plane crash in Alaska on the average of every 9 days, mostly weather related??….doesn’t give me much confidence in flying… A veteran flier quoted:  “There are old pilots and there are bold pilots but there are not old, bold pilots .”  Something to think about….

Since I was blowing money I also got a DVD “Ghost of the Forest”…filmed in Colorado…mostly elk during rutting season.

One thing I noticed in all their filming in some pretty crappy weather is they both wore blue jeans just about everywhere they went…Not much synthetic anything except rain gear once in a while and nothing fancy at that.

In reading “More Readings from One Man’s Wilderness. “ Dick talked about corresponding  with a gal named Margaret Murie.  Searching around I found that she had written “Two in the Far North”.   She had moved to Alaska in 1911 as a little girl eventually marrying Olaus Murie.  These two did some serious traveling throughout Alaska…even with little kids.  She was far tougher than I will ever be.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Margaret_Murie
Anyway on the same website about Perenneke is a DVD and another book about her.  They are next on my order list of stuff to put on the shelf

http://www.dickproenneke.com/mardy_murie.html
Other links and stuff

http://www.nps.gov/lacl/planyourvisit/upload/ProennekeCabinSite.pdf
(info about his cabin being preserved by the National park Service)

http://www.nps.gov/archive/lacl/scrapbook/proeneke.htm
